
State of Montana 
Office of the Governor 

Executive Order No. 

EXECUTIVE OR3ER CONTISUING THE MOKTAIIA PUBLIC SAFETY 
COMMbT;IICATIONS COU?JCIL THAT WILL SERV3 AS THE STATEWI3E 

INTEROPEKHBILIT" EXETJTLVE COUNCIL (SIEC! 

WHZREAS, the public safety of the citizens of Montana is of 

paramou-t importance; and 

WEEREAS, p;;blic safe'rf comm~nl~afions provide a critical 

role procecting the lives and property of the citizens of 

Moctana; and 

WEEREAS, the State's public safety communications 

infrastructure is rapidly chan9ir.g and becomirq outdated; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Communicatiors Commission is adopting 

changes that affect the ability of pubiic safety comir.unications 

systems to irteropeia~e with one another, dce to new technology 

and shifzs in standards; and 

KHERZAS, the effectiveness of public safety comm~rications 

berween j-~risciiztioris to cocperaze and ccordifiatle yoice and data 

. - xnrorcarian is crifizal to fne mission of public safety; and 

WEEREAS, the P~blic Safety Communications Counzii, in 

combize6 efforts with Public Safety ,, , ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ l o n s  consul tino - 
- - -- ha-ve completed P~blic Safety Ccrmanications System 



designs; and 

, - 
WiiERZAS, ths Public Safety Communications Coilncli has 

reccnilencied that state agszcies with federal, local, and private 

e-tities with sinilar cov.r'nnications req~irenents c~rtirue to 

work cooperatively and identify approaches to Fromote and 

enhance atacewide interoperability; and 

WHEREAS, there exisz cpport~nities to assist ic the 

promotion of coordinatioc and cooperation of a statewide 

interoprability goal, 'which is az ongoing and long-term effort. 

NOW, THEXEFORE, I, Z7DY W E T Z ,  Governor cf the State of 

Monta~a, pursuant to the authority vested ir r.e by the laws and 

Ccnstitrrtion of the Stace of Montana, do hereby contitme the 

Mortaca 3ublic Safety Comunications Cou~cii. 

I. _rrJRPOSE 

The purpose of the Montana Public Safety Cornmucications 

Couxil is to provide policy levei direction for matters related 

to planning, designing and inplementing guidelines, best 

practices, and standard approaches to solve Montana's public 

safety communications izteroperability problems and to leverage 

any opportunity in support of a statewide system, ixluding 

seeking federal funding, or other funding, for statewide 

- - ,  . . 
i-~te-opera~bility. i.3 thac erm it sna~l : 

A. establish a j oint approach to wireless 

interoperabilizy amcng pcblic safety entities wichin 

Kent ana . 

R. exercise a3~thority for strategic ciecisi~n-naking with 

reuari - to Montana's public safety comnunicatisns by: 



researching ar.6 evaluating best practices; 

de~eloping recommends: iocs for statewide 

~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~ .  --, 

fostering coordination and cooperation among 

az~erzcies ; 

makiag rec?mmerdatiors to provide statewide 

assistarce; 

acting as an infornation clearinghouse; 

serving as a policy point of conzact for local, 

regionai, and naAocal interoperability matters; 

developing recommendations for legislatioc that 

may be required to further promote 

interoperabiLity; 

considering other policy issces related to 

solving Montana's public safety commurications 

interoperability problems; and 

exploring opportuniries for icter-agency and 

regional systems and deveiop methods for inter- 

agency cooperation. 

11. C3NPOSITICN 

The Council shall consist of eighteen (le) melibers 

appointed by the Goi~ernor, as identified below: 

, , 1. the Eirsctox- of the Department of Adm~n~stration ;or 

designee) who shall chair the Council; 

- . the Attorney General (or designee from the Eegartment 

of Justice) who shall serve as Vice-Zhair of the 

Cw~nc i li ; 



. - a representative from local co:mrcment wko wlil 

represert the lscal go-"-ern?ie~c operations of the 

municipalities, cities, 3cd towns of Nonzana; 

a representative from local governme-: wno -dill 

represect the county governmsnt operatiocs of Montana; 

two local representatives from =he federal -ox- ernnect 

who will represent the operations of the public safety 

depcrtmmets, agencies, and hreaus of the federal 

government; 

two representatives fro= state agencies who will 

represent state governmeEt operations; 

two representatives fram law enforcement who will 

represenr the Montana Associatioc of Chiefs cf Pclice 

and tke Sheriffs azd Peace Officers Association; 

a representative fram the emerge?-cy credical services 

community from the State of Mc~tana; 

, , two represenratives of the altlzens at large from the 

State of Moctana; 

two representatives from fire protective services who 

will represent the Montana lire Chiefs Association and 

the State of :4octana Volunteer Firefighter' s 

Associatisn; 

a re2resentatii.e fr.cm the 9-1-1 co~~mucity for the 

State of Xontana; 

one Tribal represenrative; 

a representarive who will ren-esent - 3TorthwesterrA 

Energy and other private utilities participaticg as 



private e~~ities. 

~ : l ~  Departr.ent of ~ 6 ~ i = ; s + -  .. -.., ,ra~icn/Informktion Technolog;. 

. . .  . - - "ervices Divlszon w 1 ~ i  provide assistance - t3 cbrain technical 

asd adxinistrative support for the Council. 

The nares and addresses of members appointed by the 

Governor shall be s~hxirced by separate appointment letters co 

the Secretary of State. 

LII. XR&T I ON 

"7 . . ihis Conncl- shall exisc for a pericd cf two years from the 

effective date of chis Order unless otherwise orzered by 

subse~uent Executive Order. 

This Order is effective immediately. 

GIVEE under my hand asd the 
GREAT SEAL of 

, 2 0 0 4 .  

A n 

ATTEST : 

r7 7-7 
i J~ 6 / bwr) 

EOB 320WN, Secretary of Stale 


